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Civil Commissioner at Toulon, being then sworn a Privy
Councillor and made a D.C.L. of Oxford. From Toulon
he went on to Italy, and after some unsuccessful attempts
to raise the North Italian states against France he assumed
the protectorate of Corsica in 1794. There the British
Government gave him a commission to represent them;
and for some months he governed the island through a
Parliament, with Pozzo de Borgo as his Prime Minister.
He also exercised a general control over the British fleet
in the Mediterranean; and it was by his direction that
Nelson seized the island of Elba* Nelson had a firm belief
in him and wrote to him: "I have reserved a place for you
on board the Minerva. I long to see you, for your advice
is a treasure.3' Elliot was present at the battle of Hfc
Vincent in a frigate.
In October 1796 Elliot was ordered to withdraw from
Corsica, and he then proceeded to Naples, where he,
remained until 1798. On his return to England after thin
romantic adventure he was raised to the peerage an Lord
Minto and was elected an F.R.S. A year later he was sent
to Vienna as British envoy, and there concluded a treaty
of alliance against the French with the Emperor Francis.
In 1806, when Grenville's ministry of All the Talents
was formed, Minto was made President of the Board of
Control, and a year later he was appointed Governor-
General of India on the sudden death of Comwallis,
He was now a man of fifty-six with considerable ad-
ministrative experience. He already had some con-
nections in India, for his brother Alexander had been a
writer in the East India Company's service and private*
secretary to Warren Hastings, while another brother was*
later Governor of Madras* Minto arrived in Calcutta,
where Sir George Barlow had been administering the
Government, in the summer of 1807 and was soon fully
occupied in putting the Indian finances in order. Ho also
devoted himself to ensuring that the various native
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